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Considering a conservatory?

In a downturn you need to push the potential of your property to make a sale, says Kate Watson-Smyth

ntil the inegr kot -
proves most of us are going
to be sticking to the old
adage of "don't move, Im-
prove”. And if vou really
Thervr by sl ther you nesed to think about
bow you can maximise the value of
yaur iy
'I'lmﬁwn}-mnd.dwhneismadd
spiwoennd, af this time of year, with the
gront British summmer being what itis,
o constrvatory opuld he the answer.
Avearding o the Royal Institute of
Chartered Surveyors, adding a con-
SOTVARGTY to YOuT property can raise
thae el af wouar horme by up to e
ent, Anothay recent survey found
youl can expect to make at least 100 per
crnt of the cost ol building o consern-
tory back by the time you come to sell,
Sa, In theory; it's a winner all round.
P! Fitzgrerald, owmner of Richmond
Clak Conservarories, says: “Olnaosly
waareina temporuey blipin the hoas-
ingmaried, but | tell people it as soon
a5 building i= fnishid they willhave
added 50 per cent of the cost to the
vahse of their house apd i they move
in e years” thme, they will have added
the rest and more”
Deespite the-doom and gloom, house
fees are currenthy avound the sama
el 1 they were four years apoand
there are still some paopla who need
Lo btay rovw ount there, so ifyou wank to
rool one in, then i ray be worth con-
sidering Thoy aremore Hiely to over-
bk a s::tnhnﬂllgritiwl‘wu‘n ifthereslots
of well-thoy ot space dovnstairs
which might halp clinch the deal.
Soif you're thinking of calling the
buliders, Amanda Kaye of LE Interi-
ors offers the following sdvice.
)

“You can expect to
make 100 per cent of
the building cost back
by the time you sell”

“The most impartant thing tora-
member is fading. You don't want to
spend a kot of money decorating your
conservatory tofind that in s months"
Lime, your carefully chofen colour
scheme has faded away to nothing.

“Manufseturers are very aware of
thiz racwar il thors are some great fade-
oned water-resistant matesials out there.
This also méeans that you can take the
furniture outside and it even doesn'l
mattor if ids climb all over it.

“Fequnlly crucialis the Beoring. Wood
can fudeinthe sun, soagain, ks you
want that washed out look, you might
it b exMSiciar o hse. Stare
floorzina pale colour which will reflect
the light back are a great idea. But as
it's & natural neateriad, it will (ake a bit
move maintenance, Another greatlook
is imsing the same flooring in the con-
servatory keading 1o the deck outaide™

Usiing stone floors & nof only eool in
summer bat menns that vod ean throw
down a coupleof rags in wintoer to male
the rootn feel cosy and warmer and
stone is also a good conduetor for un-
derfloor heating she adds.

Ah ves - the heating. That iz the
gt tssue for the conservatory, with
maxny people dismissing them as tod
eold m winter and toohot in sumnies
Unsuprizingly Fitzgerald rates this as

Abave beft; Pertagon Tiles
Doean i

acompleta fallacy riting o runge of new
developments in gloss technology.

“There are new types of glass com-
fragr ot all thie tirse - one bumched lost
wieek wiich ia three times moro ¢ffi-
clent than 15 vears agonnd will reflect
the hest inwearts on s cold deny bt docs-
o't do the opposite on o hot day.
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ke Faux-wood ceramic tiles that wor't fade; Above rights Indian
and Gloster (www.gloster.com) have woven furniture which can be used inside and out

*There ara also types of solar-con-
troflad gines for roofi that keep ot 75
per-cotit of the heat, glare and UV Hght
They can have s hilue tint 2o you might
et want them for the walls, but you
enn use a different type of clear glass
Tor thoss,” he explains,

“Finally, you should use utder-lloor
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heating s it warm:s the body from the
feet up and deals with the problem of
hent rising straight up from the top of
the radiator and heating the colling It's
the perfect solution for the conserm-
tory and means that the room can be
used all year round ot the right tem-
perature for you,” he adds,
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Abowe: New England Shutter
will make blinds to fit your rool. Prices
from £375 per square matre
{www.tnesc.co.ul

Leftz for Victorian-style
conservatories, try Richmond Oak
(www.cakconservatories.couk)

Planning rules

m Planning permesien and bullding
regulations are two separale Bses
and it is parfectly passible to pass one
and fail the other. Under new regula-
ticns that came into fofee last October,
a consenatony is now corsidensd per-
ritted development and you doa't
nead permittion a5 long s you stck
03 few rubes. Your contractor should
e ahie to help you with these detalls
= Building reguiations state that the
consenvatory must not be langer
than 30 sq m, the walls must be 50

from the rest of the house by a door,



